Huyton Herald
Dec 2018 - Jan 2019 Edition Cost – 50p

Christmas Services
at
Huyton Parish
Church
9th December at 10.30am
The Gift Service
Gifts of sweets/chocolates &
toiletries for homeless young
men & women
16th December at 6.30pm
Carols by Candlelight
Hot/cold drinks & mince pies
24th December at 10.30pm
A Christmas Eve
Communion
25th December 10.30am
A Christmas Family Service
You & your family are
welcome to join us for any
or all of these services.
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Notice Board
We have a Network 55+ social evening for those around and over 55 years of age in church on the
first Wednesday of each month. All are welcome to come, please contact the church for more details if
you are interested.

PCC Dates for your Diary
SC

10th Dec 2018
21st Jan 2019

PCC 7th Jan 2019

Family News
Norma Burkart says “I would like to say thank you for all the kind
thoughts and prayers during my enforced “staying in” weeks.
Thank you too for the lifts to church and Film Night in the last few
weeks as I am getting myself out and about again”.
Joan Poole’s son-in-law has recently completed a run for charity
and says this:
I would first like to thank you for your
support. Without people like yourselves I
would not have raised the sum that I did, . The final total of just
over £1400, I found it amazing, isn’t God
good. The day of the run the weather
was good, miles 11 and 12 are a slight up
hill which proved quite testing but we
finished still running which is what I hoped to do in a time of 2
hours 23 minutes, not bad for a 61year old. Will do it again? At the
moment only God knows the answer to that”.
Joan is very proud of him and wishes to pass on her thanks for all
the support from church.
Congratulations go this time to Deborah Lowe who celebrated
her 30th birthday on the 11th November and also Steve Hill, our
Warden, who celebrated his 60th on 23rd November.
Congratulations to Poppy Richmond
who was given an award for most
improved Junior Girl at Huyton and
Prescot Golf Club last week.

Tony Rawlinson has been taken to hospital following a problem
with his back. He is in Whiston Hospital at the moment undergoing
tests. We pray for him and Carole at this uncertain time.
Period Poverty (run in conjunction with Foodbank & The Big
Issue). If you don’t know what this is please look at the poster at
the back of church to see how you can help.
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The Lady Killers
In October I had the pleasure of appearing in the Rainhill Garrick
Society’s production of “The Lady Killers”. The much-loved film was
one of the last of the Ealing Comedies in which a sweet old lady
and her parrot (General Gordon) are menaced by five desperate
criminals pretending to be an amateur string quintet.
This was an ambitious project for our group for whilst the movie
(despite five violent deaths) is a gentle comedy, the stage adaptation is a knockabout farce played
on a complicated revolving set. At Rainhill we have a small stage,
which doesn’t revolve, and only three days to build a set. Fortunately, RGS has lots of talent.
Richard designed the lopsided set (It’s amazing how difficult it is to get doors and wallpaper to hang
wrongly when you actually want them to!) Norman pre-built a platform in sections which when
assembled provided the floor of the upstairs bedroom and the wall of the ground floor living room
complete with a cupboard with space enough to hide five wanted criminals. He also built a chimney
for a rooftop scene. Graham (lighting) and Tracy (sound) met the challenge of the house with its
passing trains, faulty wiring, and an offstage robbery.
And then there were the props! Hiring costumes ….. no problem but the instruments! Does anyone
want to buy a Cello? Hopefully no one noticed that my viola was smaller than the violins, missing
two strings and a bridge and “played” with the string-less bow held together with gaffer tape.
Finally,casting. With such a popular play there was no shortage of volunteers and the eight speaking
parts were easily filled. And we had extras, a swarm of old ladies. (Not all of them were old (2
teenagers) and some not ladies (3 men). My own role was “Major” Courtney a conman with a
dubious military background and a few personal issues (“Shut up about the dress”!). The cast had a
lot of fun during rehearsals and we all enjoyed the performances. The play was well received with
full houses on all three nights.
Do you fancy having a go? RGS are always on the lookout for new members, acting, front of house
and backstage. We meet on Tuesday and Thursday evenings at 7.30pm in Rainhill Village Hall.
Our next production is Alan Ayckbourne’s Comedy “Living Together” February 14 – 16 2019.
As for me, I’m still trying to get the Boccherini tune out of my head “Yada liddle lum dum dum da
de pomp om pom……………”

George Lowe

F.W. MARSH
Private Funeral Directors
S.A.I.F.
199 Warrington Road
Whiston
0151 –431 – 0696
A Family Firm Caring for Family Needs
Day and Night Services * Chapels of Repose
Serenity prepayment funeral plan
Exclusive to F W Marsh
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Tap, Modern & Ballet
for all ages
SATURDAY
Baby ballet /ballet 9.00-9.30 (age 3-18)
Modern/Tap 9.30 – 10.30 (ages 3-12)
Modern/Tap 10.30 – 11.30 (ages 13-18)
Seniors/Adults 11.45-1.15pm
MONDAYS
6.15-7.15pm Seniors Variation
Private tuition available on request
For further details contact
Gaynor McDonough

AGDanceEnquiries@gmail.com

I wouldn’t take “no” for an answer.
The moment I heard about this teacher, I knew he was my only hope. Until about a year ago my child
had been a normal, loving and sweet natured girl. But overnight she changed. She became violent to
herself, and to all around her. She looked at me as if I was a stranger, and kept muttering to herself in
a strange, guttural voice using words I didn’t understand. She began to have fits when she would throw
herself on the ground, thrashing around foaming at the mouth. My child was possessed by a demon
and I was afraid of her. So was everyone else, but they just upped and left. But I was her mother! I
couldn’t leave!
But now I had left her. I fled the house as she ran at me, clicking her teeth together and screeching
that her next mouthful would be my throat. My mind was made up. Even if I walked these streets day
and night, I wouldn’t stop until I’d found him, and begged him to come and drive out the demon that
had possessed my child. It wasn’t difficult to find him. All I had to do was follow the crowd. Suddenly,
there he was! He didn’t look like a miracle man. He looked ordinary, a bit shabby, in fact. And yet there
was an air of charisma about him. I could feel his power. I knew this man could do anything, even
move mountains.
Determinedly I began to push my way towards him, despite the indignant grumbles amongst the crowd.
They knew I was a gentile, and why I had come.
Apparently, so did he, and at first he ignored me. “Sir,” I shouted. “I’m begging you! My child is
possessed by a demon. Please! Heal her!” I don’t know how many times I said it, but I vowed to go on
saying it until he responded, which, finally, he did.
“I have come to save the lost ones of Israel,” he said. “First I must feed these children. It is not right to
take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.”
I stared at him, both appalled and furious. He stared back, unblinking and unmoved. Did he expect me
to meekly accept his dismissal and return home? If he did he had another think coming. He talked
about feeding children! What about my child?
“That is true, sir,” I said, trying to keep my voice calm and steady
despite the intense anger I felt. “But even the dogs may eat the
crumbs that fall from the children’s table.”
There was an audible gasp from all around me, and total silence.
Momentarily I began to doubt my own audacity. What if my words
had incurred his anger and he avenged me with a further curse?
Instantly I dismissed such thoughts. I had to hold on, had to
remain firm.
Then, suddenly, he smiled. “Such faith,” he said. “You are not daunted by words or protocol. Your
answer has healed your daughter. Go home, and you will find it is as I have said.”
And so it was. I found her lying on her bed, and completely normal.
“I will follow you, sir,” I murmured. “Even to the ends of the earth.”

Julie Napier
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Flower rota

Each Little Flower
Banksia

The Flower Guild appreciates
help at any time – you don’t
have to be good at arranging
flowers.
Please see Gay McCormack.
DECEMBER
2nd ADVENT
9th ADVENT
16th ADVENT
23rd
30th Beryl Holden
JANUARY
6th
13th Beryl Hornby
20th Gwynn Eagleton
27th
FEBRUARY
3rd Val Stanton

From the Registers
Baptism

Also known as bottlebrush flower or bird's nest, the Banksia is
named after Sir Joseph Banks (1743 – 1820) who travelled
worldwide collecting plants, including this Protea from
Australia. There are several varieties which vary in shape and
size. The spiny foliage of these exotic flowers makes a
dramatic focal point in an arrangement.
They are available all year round, the main season being from
October to May and often sold in mixed bouquets of exotics.
Colours range between red / orange, yellow and cream.
The flower heads, which are a dense collection of tiny flowers,
stand singly at the end of a woody stem. (Cut the stem using
secateurs). They should last for 14 – 21 days in the vase.
The flowers can be dried simply by leaving without water.
Thank you - I would like to thank all who have sponsored the
flowers in church over the past year. A new rota will be out
soon.
Thank you to everyone who made Poppies for our
Remembrance Service. Network 55+, children’s groups guides
and Brownies all lent a hand and made a lovely display.

Gay McCormack

Weddings

Dust Angels
Funerals
OCTOBER
19th Catherine Lloyd
21st William Edward Godsall

Make more time
For you…..
House cleaning, ironing, spring clean, interior windows,
Duvet wash, Iron and change
Weekly-Fortnightly-Monthly-One Offs
No job too small

Contact
Carole 07984111153. Or Sharon 07980384258
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Getting to know ... Joe Stone
1- Other than the Bible, what’s your favourite read?
I do like autobiographies, my particular favourite is
‘Memoirs of a Radical Lawyer’ by Michael Mansfield QC.
2- Other than The Passion of Christ what's your favourite
thing to watch? (remember not to ask George Lowe this
question with the Passion of Christ reference)
I do like Channel 4/More 4 Boxsets, in particular Homeland and The Good Wife/Fight. I also
like old films from the 1940s/1950s/1960s.
3- Other than bread and wine what’s your favourite food and drink?
I am partial to an Indian Curry, I do like most beers but I prefer Guinness and Bitter.
4- Other than St Michaels’ on a Sunday morning what's your favourite place to be?
Being on holiday, anywhere the sun shines.
That’s enough of the ‘Other than’ questions
5- What's the best thing that has ever happened to you?
Definitely my daughter Faye being born, I think that gave me a purpose in life.
6- What's the funniest thing that has ever happened to you?
So many to mention, I have had experience of many situations. I have been known to play
practical jokes on others and some people have also done the same to me.
7- How do you wind down and relax?
Already mentioned I do like TV, if I start to watch something I don’t like to be disturbed.
8- Fitness fanatic or couch potato?
At the moment I am a couch potato, however, I used to be very active and a lot fitter and
slimmer, so I think I will have to get active again.
9- Who is your hero/heroine and do you ever think that you will get to meet them?
Nobody in particular, however, I do admire people who fight for justice and are not afraid to
say what they think as long as they can back their view up.
10 – If money was no object what one thing would you treat yourself to?
I would love a brand new car, not too extravagant, never had one before.
11 - Tell us one thing about yourself that others in the congregation might not know.
When I was a young man I worked at the Royal Berkshire Hotel in Ascot, not far from the
racecourse, met a lot of celebrities while I was there, most were fine but some not.
I nominate Kerry Trimnell for the next edition.

Mark Richmond
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On two wise men, one three-legged sheep and a tipsy tree
The Rectory
St James the Least

My dear Nephew Darren
It really is time to get some new figures for the crib. After a series of accidents over the years, we
are now down to two wise men, two shepherds, and one three-legged sheep that only remains
upright if it is leaning against a shepherd.
Joseph, having been obliged to stand outside the shelter of the stable for the last four decades, is
now comprehensively veneered with bat droppings. In a rather desperate effort to enlarge this rather
frugal cast, Miss Timmins hit on the idea of introducing characters from the children’s Easter garden.
This would have all been very well if both sets of figures had been to the same scale, but we now
have the shepherds apparently being threatened by two ten feet rabbits.
One of our local farmers – I am sure very kindly meant – donated far more straw for the stable than
was necessary. Our decorators, refusing to let his generosity go to waste, used the lot. The result is
that Mary and Joseph stand up to their waists, looking as if they are being engulfed by a straw snow
drift. The crib, along with baby Jesus, has disappeared entirely. The latter is not entirely to be
regretted, since no one can now see that Jesus has no nose and only one arm, the result of one of
our children dropping Him on the floor at last year’s Crib Service.
I am sure your ecologically appropriate Christmas tree, made of re-cycled dustbin liners will be much
appreciated by your congregation, knowing that they are saving the planet for future generations.
We however remain traditional, with a tree always donated by the local squire from his estate, even
if it is at the cost of adding another degree to global warming. Not only does it look more fitting, but
it gives our verger something to do on twelfth night, as he sweeps up several hundredweight of pine
needles.
I sometimes wonder if it is entire coincidence that the tree is always delivered by the estate staff on
a day when there has been torrential rain in the area. Carrying it into church up the aisle makes it
look as if the parting of the Red Sea has unsuccessfully taken place inside St. James’. The major
problem every year is getting the wretched thing to stand upright in the sanctuary. It takes so long
that I sometimes feel it would be quicker to re-align all the church pillars to the same angle as the
tree itself.
Last year’s decision to have tree lights which flashed in succession was not a success. Those
members who stared at them for too long while singing carols tended to fall over – although I
suspect that Major Crump’s inability to remain upright at the midnight Service was for rather different
reasons. Not using flashing lights this year, the Major will have to find a different excuse.
Your loving uncle,

Eustace
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A Vicar’s Letter
We are very aware of how special the arrival of a new baby is to the family! This Christmas
we celebrate again God’s gift of Jesus: ‘Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!’ (2
Corinthians 9:15). What can we say about this baby?

He is God Himself:
The unthinkable has happened: God has become a human being! The eternal, creator God
enters the world of time and space, both fully human and fully divine. This divine baby can
bring hope to our messy world, because He has fully become part of it. He doesn’t stand
apart, but demonstrates a commitment to be with us and on our side in the midst of sin and
suffering.

He is human like us:
Jesus fully engaged with the jungle of human experience. By His cross and resurrection, He
can release us from the power of wrong, hurt and shame to secure for us a life of love, peace
and forgiveness. Remember, the crib and cross are made of the same wood!

He is one with us:
From the Vicar’s laptop
In the coming of Jesus, God doesn’t draw us simply into a cosmic event, but into a
relationship. Just as I can hold and hug a new baby, so we have a God who wants to be
intimately involved in our lives. As Emmanuel, ‘God is with us’ (Matt 1:23). Therefore, the
question is: Are we with Him? Are we ready to make space for Him at the centre of our

Christmas Celebrations this year?

‘At Christmas time, when we receive presents we don’t really need, God offers us a gift we
cannot do without.’ (J John).

HOPE is BORN
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Oh Christmas tree, Oh Christmas Tree, why do you have to be so big!
We have reached that time of the year again with just a few short weeks to go until Christmas and
Steve Hill has tracked the usual suspects down to be at the Church bright and early on a Saturday
morning to help to put the Christmas Tree up.
The opposite of your memories of Wagon Wheels from your youth, each year the tree seems to be
bigger than the year before. Each year we seem to need another young, strong and burly person
to move it from the back of the Church to the front. Each year we realise we only have the same
middle aged, not too strong and far from burly group that we had last year. We do however have
tea. It's already time for the first tea break to plan the first move.
Strengthened by the brew off we set, shirt sleeves rolled up and muscles tensed we get moving
(I've never worked out why I'm always the one at the heavy end). Step by step with only small
amounts of varnish being chipped off the pews we eventually reach the front of the Church. Then
there is the job of getting it upright.
Certain individuals, who will remain unnamed, always time it to perfection as they stroll in at just
that point to inform us that it's leaning a little to the left or right (to keep it apolitical we have no
preference) as they chuckle to themselves knowing that they have missed at least that bit of hard
work. It must be time for another cuppa.
Tea and coffee gone (and occasionally biscuits now as the ladies are arriving now to start some of
the other Christmas preparations around the Church and they always bring along biscuits) we start
to unravel the lights that were put away so carefully last year. This is where it starts to get serious
with the qualified electricians among us doing everything in their extensive knowledge to work out
which of the hundreds of bulbs is the one that is stopping them all from lighting up. Some serious
twiddling of bulbs later we finally have the lights we need to cover the tree, that's a cue for
another round of tea.
It is always a good time to remember some of those that helped us with this task in the past and
we all stop and raise our cup as 'Norman's Pole' is brought out, an ingenious device that Norman
Holden introduced to save the precarious lean off the edge of the ladder having to happen (note
for Health and Safety - we always put safety first when doing this).
String after string of lights are raised with the end looped around Norman's Pole and dropped over
the very top branch. Only a couple of us can get involved in this part so we have plenty of others
stood around again offering advice on whether we need to move the lights left a bit or right a bit
and someone is always willing at this point to put the kettle on again.
At long last we have the tree in place and adorned in lights. One last step back to the rear of the
Church to check. Is it straight? Are the lights evenly distributed? Have we mixed in the brighter
lights with the dimmer lights so they aren't all on one side? Have we left anyone hanging from the
top of the tree? Happy with our work it's time to enjoy that cuppa and tidy everything away.
There are a couple of mysteries about the Christmas tree that need to be resolved.
Where does it come from? It just appears at the back of the Church just in time for it to be put up.
Where does Norman's Pole go for the other 364 days of the year?
Where does the Christmas tree go after Christmas? It just disappears.

Why is there always someone who turns up at the first service after it’s been put up that states
loudly and clearly "it's leaning over to the left / right again".
It's not long to Christmas now the tree is up.
Mark Richmond
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Who’s Who & What’s What
Worship

Sunday Mornings at 10.30am
1st Sunday
Holy Baptism or Family Service
nd
2 Sunday
Parish Communion
3rd Sunday
Family Service
Church Wardens
4th Sunday
Parish Communion
Mr. Stephen Hill, 31 Meadow Drive,
th
5 Sunday
Morning Prayer
Huyton, L36,
Children are welcome at all our services. There is extra provision for
tel: 0151 292 5099
children on 2nd 4th and 5th Sundays: Crèche 0-4yrs, Jammie Dodgers 4-7 yrs.
Adventurers 7-9 yrs. and Pathfinders 10+ yrs.
Mrs. Anne Wilson 10 The Avenue,

Officers

Sunday Evenings at 6.30 pm
1st Sunday
2nd
3rd
4th or last

Huyton. L36 7SD

Holy Communion
Evening Prayer
Holy Communion
Taize Service

Thursday at 10.00am
A Service of Holy Communion in church

PCC Secretary
Mrs. Julie Napier
Treasurer
Mr. David Boyer
Hall Secretary
Mrs Pat Deakin
Magazine Editor
Mrs. Carole Rawlinson

Organizations & Activities

Bell Ringers
Sunday 10am & 6pm and on special
occasions.
Contact Graham Austin 489 6543
AG Dance Academy
Saturday Mornings
Contact Gaynor on 07946220990
Girl Guide Association
Rainbows (5-7)
Wednesdays 5.45 - 6.45 pm
Contact Carole Griffiths 721 4713
Brownies (7-10)
Wednesday 6.00 - 7.15pm
Contact Norma Lowe 489 4945
Guides (10-14)
Wednesdays 7.00 - 8.30pm
Contact Norma Lowe 489 4945

10 | P a g e

Flower Guild
Contact Gay McCormack via church
Magazine
Letters and articles may be left
in the church office or with Carole
Rawlinson by the 1st Sunday in the
month for inclusion in the following
month.
Music Group
Thursday 7.00pm in church
Contact Carol Vernon in church
Scout Association
Cubs & Scouts
Contact Jodie Flint at the Scout hut
on Friday evening.

Gift Aid
Mr. Vic Tuffley

0151 480 5308

Enquiries
Parish Office
Monday 11.00am -3.30pm
Thursday 9.30am – 4.30 pm
Tel: 0151 449 3900
E-mail
huytonchurch@btconnect.com
Web site: http://huyton-parishchurch.org.uk
Marriage Enquiries: please
contact the church as above.
Baptism Enquiries: See Chris
Monaghan or the Wardens in church
on a Sunday morning 10.30 am

OUR PRAYER DIARY
In December , Lord Jesus , we pray for

In January, Lord Jesus , we pray for

1

All who live and work in Huyton

1

Our Ministry to the people of Huyton during 2019

2

Advent Sunday Services – our preparation for
Christmas

2

Local Schools – Parents, Carers, Staff and Children

3

Local Council Services

3

Communion & Coffee – Fareshare

4

John & Elaine that they will be in their new home
for Christmas

4

Foodbank – all struggling with Christmas debt

5

55+ Christmas Meal

5

All who play for our services – Music Group

6

Communion & Coffee – Fareshare

6

7

Foodbank – the Homeless

7

8

Music Group and all who play for our services

8

John and Elaine as they settle in their new home

rd

First Services of 2019 – all involved planning,
preparing & leading in the year ahead
Tonight’s PCC Meeting – Julie Secretary – Carol
Chair – David Treasurer

9

3 Sunday Advent Gift Service – Octavia House –
preparation for Christmas

9

Your guidance as we start to think about our new
vicar

10

Tonight’s Standing Committee Meeting

10

Communion & Coffee – Fareshare

11

Tonight’s Deanery Readers Meeting St Nicholas

11

Foodbank – Victims of Domestic Violence

12

Rainbows, Brownies & Guides – their Leaders

12

Shops and Businesses of Huyton

13

Communion & Coffee – Fareshare

13

All who come to our services today – any who can’t

14

Foodbank – the poorly paid

14

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Fourth Dimension Church Shop – Preparation of
church for Christmas
3rd Sunday Advent – tonight’s Carols by
Candlelight – preparation for Christmas
Local GP, Health, A & E, and Hospital Services
Huyton Police, Crime Prevention and Magistrate
Services
Local Community Churches as we spread the
Christmas message to people of Huyton
Communion & Coffee – Fareshare
Foodbank – Families suffering breakdown in
relationships
Church Preparations for our Christmas Services
th

17

Anne and Steve our Church Wardens – deputies
and sides people
Church Magazine – Contributors - Baptism
preparation
Sylvia, all who prepare, set up, & operate power
point
Communion & Coffee – Fareshare

18

Foodbank – victims of addiction

19

New Bishop of Warrington

20

Family Service – all who prepare and lead it – all
who come

21

Tonight’s Standing Committee

22

Those who look after our Church & Church Hall t

23

Ministry Team – Clergy covering our Communion
Services

24

Communion & Coffee – Fareshare

25

Foodbank – all sleeping rough

26

Huyton Deanery Missionary Focus Group

15
16

26

4 Sunday Advent – this morning’s service –
preparation of ourselves for Christmas
Those separated by time & distance this Christmas
– a special service tonight
A joyful Christmas – all who come to our service –
those who are alone today
Time with family and friends – those at work.

27

Communion & Coffee – Fareshare

27

Services today – all who plan, produce & lead them

28

Foodbank – all who are alone

28

Children in Church – Group Leaders

29

Worldwide Church this Christmas

29

The best outcome to Brexit negotiations

30

Our services today – all who come
All we experienced in 2018 – good and bad –
thanking God for getting us through

30

All suffering after Natural Disasters – Help Agencies

31

Communion & Coffee - Fareshare

23
24
25

31
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